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G60D's DESIGN IN CREATION. { 


A Sermon, 
BY THOMAS TABOR, 


« Thou art, worthy O Lord, to receive glory, and honor, 
and er ; for thou hast created all things; and 
For thy plearire they are and were credted.'—REvx- 
LATION 4: 11. | A 


However mysterious and” figurative the book of 
Revelation in general may be, our text is an ex- 
ception ; it contains a plain, positive declaration, 
one without the least shadow of ambiguity. No 
words not uttered by God himself can have great- 
er authority, for they were not spoken by frail 
man 3 nor by a common order of angels; but by 
the highest grade of glorified beings that sur- 
round, and bow before the throne of the Most 
High. By John's account of them, in this chapter, ; 
you will perceive, they were clothed with no 
common authority. In discussing the ect be- 
fore us, your, candid attention is s0licited to the 
following inquiries. { 

I. Who created all things ? 

IH. Had the Creator a design or plan in the 
creation ? 

IIL. What was that design ? 

IV. Wil it be accomplished ? 

First then, who created all things? The an- 
8wer is furnished by the scriptures. The first 
and s8econd chapters of Genesis give us a detailed 
account of the creation. I know that sceptics 
throw away this account. They contend that 
these heavens and this earth are eternal ; that 
there never was a time when they did not exist ; 
and that the countless multitudes of animals 
and vegetables are all spontaneous productions | 
of nature ; and owe their existence to circum- 
stances or chance. I shall not on this occasion, 
attempt to refute this thepry ; but ehall consider 
the scripture a sufficient authority for my pur- 
pose, and leave those who reject it, lost as they 
must be, without a polar star to guide them on 
the stormy ocean of life. 

Our text informs us that God created all things. 
We are also told that * God created the heavens, 
and the things that are therein; the earth and the 
- things, that are therein; and the sea and the 
things that are therein; that © God created all 
things by Jesus Christ } and again,.* without him 
was not any thing made, that was made.” 

II. Had God a design or plan in his work of 
creation ? Certainly he had; for wisdom never 
did and never can engage in any work without a 


folly; if he engages in un enterprise without hav- 
inhcaia obwer in view; and shall we ascribe 
that to our Maker which would disgmee & frail 
mortal ? God forbid! *When we consider the 
heavens, the work of his rs ; the moon and 
stars which he has ordained,” we are struck with 
amazement at their surprising order and harmony. 
Here we 8ee design written, in 8unbeains in every 
plant ; it sparkles in every glittering orb that or- 
naments the arch of heaven. But we can see de- 
Sign as plainly vn earth as in the heavenly bodies. 
Each insect that inhabits the air, the earth, or the 
sea, exclaims, * Behold! how God has suited me 
to my condition, and given me my meat in due 
8eason ? Here, to the weak he has given swiſt- 
ness to escape by flight ; there, force to repel the 
attacks of an enemy. Each herb and sbrub that 
springs from the bosom of the luxuriant earth, 
evinces design. This is seen in the wonderful 
regularity of the flowers, and in their lively tints 
which defy the finest strokes of the" artist's pencil 
It is 8een too in their decay ; for in their decom- 
position, they fertilize the earth that afforded them 
nutrition in their growth. But we may sece the 
Creator's design s8till nearer home. Look into 
your own heart., Behold it is there! Why is it 
that you cannot be happy in wickedness ? Why 
is there 8uch sweet tranquility and composure- in 
the good man's soul? Tt is-because God design- 
ed it should be 80. Finally, look where we may 
we 8ee design. It is legibly written on every 
thing that God has made. We hear it in the 
fierce tempest, and in the appalling thunder, while 
the air is being purified. We perceive it in the 
majestic sound of the untiring surf, while the 
ocean is being cleansed. - But why should we 8ay 


| 


| 


\more on tkis s8ubject? There cannot be.a sane 
Loan present, who can suppose. that the Aly 
thoughtlessly began and e 4 his work, like 


'Peter when he proposed to build three taberna- 
cles, and wist not what he s8aid. Presuming that 
you are all satisfied that God must have had 8ome 
design in the creation, we proceed to inquire, 

III. What that design was. Our text informs 
us that for his pleasure we are, and were created. 
Not only was Adam created for God's pleasure ; 
but you and I were created for the very 8ame 
purpose. The prophet asks: © Have we not all 
one Father ? hath not one God created us?” Yes, 
for his own pleasure he has given us being, and 
made us just what we are, and where we are. 
Again, Solomon says: *The Lord has made all 


things for himself.% Will satan get any part of q 


that which God made for himself? By no means. 
God made all things for his pleasure ; all things 
for himself; these sentiments are in perfect har- 
mony with reason, for it is impossible for infinite 
benevolence to create, and not design the happi- 
ness of the beings created. God is love, and love 
does and must consist in designing and promoting. 
the good of others ; consequently, God is not, 101 

or else he designs the ultimate happiness -of _all 


design, We de not 


hesitate to charge a man with | his creatures. 


David 8ays, *O that men wou}d 
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praise the Lord ; for he is goed, forchis mercy wy 
dureth forever.” Goodness must consist in doing 
good to others, or in wishing - and designing it; 
and he cannot be good who does not s0 much as 
design the. happiness of the beings of his own 
creation. We are all his offsprings. Can our 
heavenly Father be regardless of the good of his 
own offspring 2 W hat should we say of an-earth- 
ly father who was entirely indifferent to the wel- 
fare of his own children? We s&should call him a 
monster, | $05 Hai to his 8pecies. Forbear, I be- 
geech you, to charge 'that on our heavenly Father 
which would be a dishonor to the worst of human 
beings. Our very existence. proves that God de- 
8i1gns our happiness, for being - infinitely beneyo- 
Tent, he would not, he could not have forced us 
into being, knowing that existence would proye 
an endless curse to us, Demons, had they power, 
might creat? on this principle ; and the rage and 
malignity which the popular religion of the da 
ascribes to them, would be abundantly gratified. | 
But bad as we haye made our imaginary devil, he 
has never to my knowledge, been charged with 
80 bad an act as that of creating with a design. to 
make miserable. Can any one think that the Al- 
mighty creates for this purpose ? If he does, is 
he not more malignant than the popular devil! 
But why should I waste my time and weary your 
patience in further 1llustrating a self evident 
truth; for unless I misjudge, every one who has 
favored me with his attention will cheerfully and | 
heartily join with me in 8aying, God muzt_ have 
designed the ultimate happiness of the beings he 
created. 

IV. Will God's designs be accomplished ? 
Nothing is more common than for frail mortals to 
fail of accomplishing their purposes. , Let us 
briefly examine the causes of these failures,and see 
if they can affect the purposes of the Almighty. 
In the. first place, we often fail of effecting aur 
designs for the want of perfection in our plans. 
We know not exactly how to begin, and begining 
wrong we of course fail. But an infinitely wise 
God cannot fail of accomplishing his purposes for 
the want of perfection in his ans. Solomon 
Says, © Behold all the work of God 1s perfect,” 

Again, from the want of resources we often fail 
of attaining our object, even when our plan is per- 
fectly correct; for we may not possess the means 

We may 
my, to build and not be able to finish. But 8ure- 
Y 


ehovah: cannot fail of accomplishing his de- 
8igns from the want of resources ; for with God 
all things are possible, and he works all things af- 


his-own will. Onee more; we 


t what power in heaven or earth can s8uccess- 
fully ass8ault the Almighty? The gates of hell 
cannot prevail against him. No weapon formed 
against him can prosper. Consequently, no ene- 
my can turn him aside from his purposes, With 


"a 


things ; but with the Almighty they are the same. 
With x s, it may be easy to desire, but bard'to ac- 
complish; but God accomplishes with, the -82me 
ease that he desires, He said, «Let there be 
light, and there was light and svurely he. who 
spake a world into existence must-still have power 
to execute all his designs, and work all things a+ | 
ter the counsel of his &wn will. _ For the o8e, 
of illustrating our 8ubject, more fully, we will. al- 
low, as many good people do, that, God created 
our first parents in his own image, placed them in 
an earthly paradise, and designed them for happi- 
ness ;' but that they fell and lost the bliss which 
their Maker intended they shouid enjoy. en 

This is common language. We hear it in al- 
most every Limitarian 8ermon ; but if this be true, 
one at least of God's designs have failed of its ac- 
complishment, and the-most important one as it 
respects us. But let ns follow this theory through, 
and 8ee how it will bear investigation. If one of 
God's purposes has been frustrated by the subtilty 
of an enemy, another may fail by the 8ame means. 
He designs to * subdue our iniquities # to *subdue 
all things to himself7 and *to wipe away tears 
from off all faces ;” but if one of his purposes has 
failed, these may fail in like manner. His prom- 
ises, and his threatenings- may all become void 
on the 8ame principle. Thus would the founda- 
tion be destroyped, nor aught remain on which the 
weary pilgrim could rest the sole of his foot. But 
we have strong cons0lation in believing in the im- 
mutability of the Divine purposes. Heaven and 
earth may pass away, but God's eternal purpose 
will remain. It affords the believing mind abund- 
ant pleasure to confide in God as not only infi- 
nitely wise and benevolent in designing ; but also 
almighty in executing. In his affairs, there has 
not been nor can there be the least disorder or ir- 
regularity. He 8aw the end of his creation from 
the begining, and perfectly knew all the conse- 
quences involved in the mighty enterprise ; and 
he is steadily ove forwenl this grand machin- 
ery with an undeviating hand, to that very termi- 
nation which he had in view when he s8poke it in- 
to existence. Nothing takes place without - his 
notice, nothing without his permiss1on ; nor can 
any thing transpire which he is not able to over- 
rule to his own glory and our best good. Thus, 
God having created all things express]y for his 
pleasure, and controlling all events by his power 
every benevolent wish of his heart must be com ' 
pletely satisfied. . But can he take pleasure in 8uf- 
ferings, any further than they tend to our good 
and his glory? He certainly cannot, for loye- can- 
not take pleasure in the misery of others. A fiend 
only is capable of such pleasure ; but our heaven- 
ly Father disclaims this principle in the most 80]- 
emn manner. *As I live saith the Lord God, I 
have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
that he turn and live, We make many-things for 
our pleasure in which we take none ; and if the 
wicked endure an eternity of pain and suffering, 
then must the Almighty, in this respect, be like 
one of us. We dare not 80 reproach our Maker! 
We conclude then, that God's designs are all be- 
nevolent, and must be carried into full effect. 

We conclude with a few practical remarks. A 
firm belief in the benevolence and immutability 
of God's designs is calculated aboye all things, to 


us, to degign and to accomplish are very different 


incline our hearts to love-and yenerate his name. 
[It was this that inspired the glorified spirits to 
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break out in the [language of our text, *Thou art 
worthy, O' Lord, to: receive glory, and honor, and 
" power; for thoa hast created all thin 
thy pleasure they-are and were created.” It was 
z firms belief in God's goodness that made David 
. - exclaim, *Q that men. would praise- the Lord ; for 
«he is good; forhis mercy endureth foreyer Un- 

der the influence of this holy faith, Mary exclaimed, 
© My soul doth magnify-the Lord, my spirit doth re- 
Joice in God my Savior.” It was this too, that made 
the repentant prodigal ay, *I will arise and:go to my 
father.” Andif any sinner. ever resolves to return 
to the Lord with full purpose of heart, it will be a 
8ense of Gods goodness which effects the change 
in his mind; .* The goodness of God leadeth 
to repentance.” - Let none of us then despise it, 
or 8eek to limit its riches. It always did and al- 
ways will incline the [heart to virtoe. It is of all 
prineiples-the most ennobling. It refines and im- 
proves the powers of the sonl. - - 

If we sincerely believe that God's: tender mer- 
cies are over all his works; that he .is governed 
by love and good will in all his dealings with his | 
creatures, and that he will continue-to- be through 
eternity, our own feelings will be kind and friend- 
ly. There is a strong anclination «in the human 
heart to imitate in its feelings and conduct the ob- 
ject of its worship. | Hence, if we believe that 
God is kind and compassionate, we shall naturally 
become: 80 ourselves. But-on the other hand, if 
we believe our Maker to be malignant and cruel ; 
that he has doomed a part of mankind tothe in- 
conceivable pains of an endless hell, our belief 
will and must incline us to a similar temper and 
disposition. | In this way many of the professed 
followers of Christ have been gradually transform- 
ed into relentless persecutors. All the blood ever 
8hed in the name of christianity, and oceans of it 
have thus flowed, has had its origin in this false 
and dishonorable opinion of God. I beseech you, 


therefore, my friends, to abandon all such revolt- | at 


ing and injurious views of yuur Maker. 
emember that he created you and all men for 
his pleasare ; that his goodness is continually over 
you ; that it is his hand which supplies your oft re- 
turning wants ; and that he does and forever will 
exercise towards you and all mankind « father's 
care and a'father's love. Reflect often and seri- 
ously upon these things, and upon your great and 
increasing obligations to love, adore and serve the 
kind author of life. Such an employment cannot 
fail to produce and cherish a devout, humble and 
happy frame of mind. In due time, it will enable 
ou, . with'-your whole - 8onl, to exclaim- in the 
anguage of the apostle—* Who shall separate us 
from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution,” or famine, or nakedness, or 
peril, or eword? As it 1s writien, for thy 8sake we 
are killed all the day long ; 'we are: accounted as 
sheep for the slanghter. Nay, in all theee things 
we are more than conquerors, through him that 
loved us. For I] am persuaded, that neither death, 
nor life, nor angels, nor prin>ipalities, nor powers, 
nor things present, nor things to come z nor height, ; 
.. nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
8eparate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.* 'Then also you will be 
able to'reiterate the gentiments of our texts. *Thou 
art worthy,O Lord, ts receive glory, and honor, and 
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[For the Universalist.] 


ON SUICIDE.—No. Il. 


In the last number, we noticed the arguments 
and evidence adduced to prove that self murderers 
must be the gubjects of endless misery. In this, 
we shall present the reader with s80me-evidence 
against this common opinion. wy 

let. Religious people, we have always under- 
Stood, haye only one unpardonable sin. 'Dhis they 
call, © The sin against the Holy Ghost.” But no 
one thinks self murders this 8m ; and if it 1s not, 
then there are at least two. sins. which are unpar- 
donable in their estimation, and if there are two, 
why not twenty 2 Certainly no 8cripture writer 
8ay8 elf murder 18 an unpardonable sin, as we 
shall see when we come to consider the cages of 
suicide mentioned in the Bible. But when the 
8criptures are correctly understood, we do not 
find that they specify any sin which places the 
sInner beyond the boundaries of God's mercy. If 
any man's sin reaches unto heaven, God's merc 
is above the heavens. If sin abound, grace do 
much more abound; Where is it intimated that 
a Sinner is a match for almighty power ? Or, that 
his guilt can exceed the exceeding riches of God's 

ce 2 But, 
". 2nd. $0 far from self murder being branded in 
the Bible as an uppardonable sin, I do. not. find it 
mentioned there as a sin at all. No laws.were 
made, 80 far as I can find, relative to self murder. 
'Thelaw was made for the lawless and disobedient ; 
and-it is mentioned as made * for murderers of 
fathers, and murderers of mothers, for man slay- 
ers,” but nothing is said about self murderers. 
No law was given respecting them, neither do we 
I them threatened with any particular. punisb- 


8ay the Bible approves of self murder?.I answer 
no;. but I-s8ay-the Bible no where speaks of the 
great guilt” of. this crime, which is now deemed 
unpardonable ; and for a good. reason, because no 
Sane. person we think-can. commit it. 'The very 
Silence. of scripture, relative to self murder. or.its 
punishment, 'is proof of this. A man may hate 
and even murder his brother, but Paul assures, us, 
*no man ever yet hated his own flesh ; but nourigh- 
eth and cherisheth it.” A person. must be unman- 
ned, he must be deranged, before he can hate and 
destroy humself, 'The Bible, therefore, no more 
gives laws with penalties annexed to: them, re- 
specting self murder, than it. does respecting the 
actions of .idiots, babes or brutes. None of them 
are proper 8ubjects of punishment for their deeds, 
either by the laws of God or men. If-self mur- 
derers then go to hell, us some- confidently assert, 
it is not for this crime, but must. be for others 
committed while in a sane state of mind. But, | 
39. It ought to be inquired, Do the. scriptures 
assert that any go. to hell in} the usual sense of 
this term? People in ancient times died: pretty 


\ 


much as. they do. now. Some died. young, 80ms 
old, and some- in the prime of life. Some ed | 
sudden, and others a lingering death., Some. gi« 

by the hands of the: common executioners, & 


others killed themselves. - But in whatever Way, 


11 


power; for thou has created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are and were created. -— = 


or under whatever circumstances men died, ng 


What! says my readers, do.you mean: to | 


404 


8acred writer yentured to 8ay, the self murderer, 
or any other person, went to hell to 8uffer endless 
punishment for his crimes. No one in view of 
death expressed his fears about going there. Nor, 
did any one shew his fears or anxiety about others, 
however wicked their characters had been. Now 
if 8vch a hell existed, God did not provide: it in 
vain, as a mere bngbear to the, universe. But 
even this, it could not be to men, until it was known 
by them. - And if it existed, why conceat this fact 
from them? For if self murderers must certain- 
. ly go to hell as is 8upposed, why not make it 
known to all? What could be a more powerful 
consideration to deter men from destroying them- 
elves? But if there be snch a hell, and if there 
be in it a hot, a hoter, and a hotest place, as 8ome 
affirm, it is morally certain the last is not aid to 
be the portion of self murderers. The Bible does 
not make them out as the peculiar objects of God's 
wrath, on whom he shall pour the hotest vials of 
his indignation. He did not consider their guilt 
s0 great, as to deserve in any way a distinct spe- 
cification, If the doctrine of endless misery be 
true, they have only got to suffer it in common 
with other sinners of our race. But if the doc- 
trine be false, it settles this question for ever, that 
8elf murderers mus! go to hell. | 
4th. The very silence of the scriptures respect 

ing the fature misery of s8elf murderers, or of 
wicked men notorious for crimes, shows the doc- 
trine of endless punishment 1s not true. Were it 
true, why is it not taught, and tanght in such a 
manner as to leave no room for doubt on the 8ub- 
ject? But if false, this silence is just what we 
ought to expect. If it be asked, Do not the scrip- 
tures speak of V_ punishment, and ever- 
lasting destruction from the presence of the Lord? 
We answer yes; but it can be shown, and we 
think it has been proved by Univyersalists; that 
such passages of s8cripture do not even refer to 
punishment in a future state. And if it should be 
asked, Does not the Bible affirm concerning Judas, 
that he went *to his own place? We also an- 
swer yes; but would refer to orthodox commen- 
tators who show that this place was not hell, or a 
place of endless migery. Was hell Judas' own 
place? If so then none went there but himself, 


THE- UNIVERSALIST:. 


| * 


bave I done it in a right manner ? What lack I 
yet? As to infants, 1diots, the heathen, and the 
majority of - professed christians, if heaven is by 
works, in heaven they cannot appear. Can any 
man do more than what is his duty to God, himself, 
and his neighbor? If not, how can he be entitl- 
ed to future immortality? And if he could even 
do more. than his duty, where: has God promised 
him this for doing it. What but pride and self- 
righteousness, could lead any man to think God 
should take himto heaven, but ought to s8end self 
murderers and others to hell? 

Let no man 8ay, 8uch views will lead men to 
licentiousness, and to the commission- of suicide. 
No, it is this very grace, which, when known, 
teaches men to deny ungodliness and- worldly 
lusts. It teaches a man to rejoice in hope, and to 
be patient in tribulation. Men have indeed turn- 
ed the grace of God into lasciviousness, for what 

has not man _abused? But it was not'the 
belief of this grace, but unbelief concerning it 
which influenced them to this. Some, yea many, 
who have professed to know the grace of God in 
truth, have indeed committed 8uicide. But what 
then? Was it this grace which led them to it ? 
No, we might as well say, this grace produced a 
fever, a cancer, or any other complaint. Suicide, 
like many other evils to which man is subject, is 
an event which happeneth to the righteous and 
the wicked, to him who feareth God, and him who 
feareth him not. A case of suicide never was 
produced by the religion of Jesus Christ. 

What is a 8ingular fact, and deserves notice 1s, 
orthodox people in former years, held the views 
which I have just 8tated respecting the grace of 
God. But now, rank Arminianism prevails among 
them. All now depends on men themselves, 
whether they are to be 8aved or damned. Not- 
withstanding all that God and Christ have done 
to 8ave the world, all depends on the whim and 
caprice of men, whether they will be pleased to 
let God save them. But the fact is notorious 
that this new divinity produces plenty of 8vicides. 
For one case of 8uicide which occured, while they 
held fast the grace of God in the gospel of his 
Son , we have now twenty under the new, popu- 
lar orthodoxy and religious excitements of the 


for how could hell be called Judas own place, if| present day. This fact speaks a volume, and if 


it be the common, endless abode of all sinners ? 
But it would be aside from my present design to 
discuss these 8ubjects here. 

5th. I 8hall only add, that self murderers, those 
deemed the worst, must be admitted to endless 


happiness, on the very s8ame ground as the best 


whom men gend to heaven, What is this 
Is it any good act, or 8eries of 
staining from self murder? If it is, then all boast- 
ing is not excluded, But if it is not, but is on the 
ground of God's grace, why exclude the self-mur- 
derer? Why exclude any 2 If the best act can- 
not entitle a man to heaven, how can the worst act 
exclude from it on the ground of grace? And 
that the future, immortal life is of grace, and 
roy ren us in Christ Jesus, who undertakes 

= to deny ? On this ground, we can 8ee 
how all may enjoy it, but if it be of works, who 


ground ? 


t of the glory of God? Were. it even 
that it is partly of works and partly dy 
uestion mnst occur, Have 
dons the right thing, and 
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good acts, or ab- | an 


8gect it 
add affliction to the afflic 


n ever lay claim to it, for all have sinned and{ 


to the dead or the living. 


we are to judge of present orthodoxy, by its 
Mate we, fi 8uicide, it ought to be Gn: 
ed by the whole community. 

Before-I conclude this number I would ask first, 
Is it candid or consistent in orthodox peel 
to 8ay when a Universalist commits sucide, 
his religious sentiments led him to it ; but when 

1 orthodox n does the 8ame, to deny his 
prineiples led him to it? Surely not, for-if we 
adopt this mode of reasoning in the one case, we | 
—__ adopt it in the Karts" - But are orthodox 
people willing to admit that their rehgious senti- 
ments of late have driven 80 many to self destruc- 
tion ? Either let them admit this, and be consis- 
tent, or cease from saying Universalism leads to 
it. Every case of outvide , happen among what 
y, is cause of deep lamentation. Why 

telling relatives 
hat their friend has gone to hell. Be silent if you 
can administer no better consolation. Such | un- 
candid, 8ectarian remarks can do no good either 


shall not 


2d. Can any man be certain that he 
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end his. days by 8vicide? Boast not thyself of 
to-morrow, for thou knowest not what a day may 
bring forth. Beware, lest in pronouncing the 8en- 
tence of endless misery on 8uicides, you utter be- 
forehand your own condemnation. je 74 wh not that 
ye be not judged. A thousand things may occur 
which may lead you to insanity and also to 8uicide, 
for are you better, or wiser, or stronger than thous- 
ands who have 8uffered and died in this way? Be 
rot therefore high minded, but fear. W. B, 
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[For the Universalist.] 


CONVERSION TO UNIVERSALISM. 
© Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 


To remember our Creator at any time of life is 
a gubject of the greatest importance, but 'more es- 
pecially in youth. But when I compare my early 
views of God with my present, 'how great is the 
contrast!  Instructed from my infarcy in the doc- 
trine of endless punishment, the recollection of 
my Creator filled me with the most painful appre- 
hensjons. I trembled with fear, and 8unk under 
a dread of his wrath. - Surrounded by believers in 
this doctrine, and attending regularly upon the 
preaching of it, my feelings, while quite young, 
were very highly excited. My religious teachers 
told me that I was totally depraved, and that the 
anger of an incensed God rested upon me. Þ be- 
lieved these statements and became exceedingly 
distressed. 


and 
ed friends, a miserable comforter. He gravely 
as8ured me that, before I could have any reason 
to hope for pardon and peace, I must feel myself 
to be the greatest sinner in the world, and that 
God would be just in casting me off forever. 
These requisitions appeared to be a absurd. 
My reason rose up in contradiction to them ; but 
I durst not listen to its voice. Could I have cre- 
dited 'its teachings, my peace would have been 
like a river, but I could not. I was in bondage 
through fear, the tormenting fear of sinking into 
the abyss of endless wo. In this condition 1 
remained for 8everal years. I could find no re- 
lief. 9 | 

At length arrangements were made for a series 
of religious meetings. © I attended them. Great 
efforts were made for my conversion, I was told 
that if I failed to obtain a hope and experience a 
change of heart then, "my day of grace would 
probably be forever. I felt a determination 
to seek the Lord while he might be found, to 8e- 
cure the salvation of my soul, and therefore used 
every exertion possible, to feel sensible of my 


yond the reach of mercy ; but all my . were 
unavailing. I could not, and therefore sunk into 
a state of extreme wretchedness, of almost entire 
despair. My health was seriously —— 
that my constitution” began to fail, I re- 


about the' doctrine of endless misery. 4. 
On mentioning this resolution to my friends, 
they gave me up for lost; yet a voice within 


W al 
thy 


youth.' "There was, however, an 
in my: soul which the preaching I then 


At length, I applied to my minister for counsel. 
Oe but I found him, like Job's pretend-. 


ed to break the epell, to shake off my fears | I have 
"and never more to distress myself| 910 


-- [ligh 


Remember thy Creator in the duys of 
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could not fill, for 8uch were the principles which 
God had implanted in my nature, that 1 eguld not 
be happy while under a conviction that 80me of 
my fellow-creatures would be foreyer miserable. 
By friends solemnly warned me of my danger ; 
d me plainly that if I did not change my course 
I 8hould soon plunge into the fatal error of Uni- 
versal Salvation, and this, they assured me, was 
the same as infidelity. Still, 1 had a strong de- 
8ire, one which I could not repress, to hear for 
myself; and accordingly, through much 'opposi- 
tion, pressed my way to a Universalist meeting ; 
but how different were the appearance of the 
congregation and the burden of the preaching to 
what had 80 often been described to me. A pro- 
found silence reigned through the church. The 
most fixed attention was every where visible. The 
t of a chastened solemnity, and of an-intense 
but "26g — devotion met the oye in- all _ 
tions. No agonizing groan, no despairin 
was heard. i could Etonk of nothing wb 
congregation 80 much resembled, as a numerous 
family of children who had met on some interest- 
ing and joyful occasion in their father's house. 
he services commenced. 'A portion of the 
8acred Volume was read. A hymn was sung. 
A prayer was offered, and another hymn sung, in 
8trains more mellow and inspiring than those of 
the first. They caught my spirit and bore it u 
for above the fears and troubles of the world. 
The preacher then rose and named his text. *'The 
e of God which bringeth salvation to all men” 
502 his theme of discourse, and © the joys that 
thrilled through my heart! No language can ex- 
press my emotions as the tidings of my Savior's 
love and compassion rolled from the lips of the 
gpeaker, My heart was full. I had found the 
peace and comfort which I had 80 long sought in 
vain. I wanted to proclaim to my friends what 
my Maker had done for me, but could not, for 1 
was not allowed to mention even the name of a 
Universalist. | 
It is now .about ten months since I first heard 
the gospel of God's universal love to. man, and 
though I have had to encounter severe trials, 
nearly all my young friends having forsaken me, 
and my name having been cast out as evil, my joy 
has been great. 'The | assurance that the time 
will come when all discord and contention sball 
cease, and all mankind be forever united in Christ 
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carried away by it. We'ean never. be too much 
deluded with the love and mercy of our Maker: 
and Redeemer, | 

Kind reader, are you young ? 'Then let me in- 
treat you to remember your Creator in mer 
of your youth. Remember him confidingly and: 
obediently, as a dutiful child does a faithful and 
kind father. Give him your heart, apd-devote to 
him your life. Constantly walk in the ligh 
his commandments. 'Then, should friends for- 
8ake you, and earthly comforts fail, you will enjoy 
an all-8ufficient 8olace. You will know that God 
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will never leave you, and that his care and love 


fail not. It is my earnest prayer'to Heaven, that 
all who are how in bondage, through the fear of 
eternal death, may speedily be delivered into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, and re- 
member their- Creator with joy and not dread. 
AndI desire to blees the name-of my Maker, that 
it is now no less my belief, than'my comfort, that 
im his own good time, * All the ends of the world 
8hall remember and turn unto the Lord;-and all 
the kindreds of the nations shall worship before 
him.” S, B. W. 
Charlestown, April 10. 1833. 


THE GLEANER. 


[From the Southern Pioneer and Gospel Visiter..] 


HUMAN CHARITIES. 
—— — 'The primal duties shine aloft like stars; 
The charities, that soothe, and heal, and bless, 
Are scattered at the ſeet of man—like flowers.” 
Many would-be misanthropes are in the habit 
of representing life as a desert waste ; adorned b 
no foliage, watered by no streams, but beset with 
countless dangers, and offering not one comfort, 
or beauty, or joy to gladden the eye or the heart 
of him who wanders over it. Such a view of life 
8eems to me disgraceful to those who entertain it, 
ungrateful to Him who gave us being, and unsus- 
tained by the general course of experience, My 
hilosophy and my religion alike teach me that 
ife-is a path, leading through a vale of tears, of 
which the end is wrapped in mists; but still pass- 
ing through = land abounding in testimonies of 
divine -goodness, watered with etreams of love, 


ardorned by bright foliage, and enlivened by mu- 
Sical yoices z witro God has strewed mihriy and 


beantiful plants to please the eyes and eatisty the 
8efiges of his children,” This seems' to have 
been the yiew of the author of my motto, and he 
has appropriately considered the charities as 
pringing up abundantly, * like flowers! at the feet 
- My design is not to expatiate on the beauties of 
charity,”or to 8et forth in strong array those loftier 

irtaes which might be comprised under that gen- 

2m; but to call the attention to those unob- 

give and more delicate charities which are not 
288 useful than those of 
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| | jo Should be the She. pr a full, constant, erv- 
rlect | ed outpouring of affection. -It eo ocin- 
t fra- |ed not merely in 
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are like the poor 'man of the eastern fable, who 
pinoy through the * valley of gems, and/trod dia- . 
monds and rubies and all manner of precious 
8tones beneath his feet, unconscious of their value 
\and regardless of their beauty. They are too 
frequently moral star-gazers ; ambitious aspirants 
for high, ennobling pleagures and pursuits, and 
like the old astronomer, in their gaze upon the 
heavens, are often tripped in their way, and cast 
down from their lofty dreams to roll in the dust. 

All this may be well, and an evidence of their 
aspiring nature ; but it argues a defect 'in educa- 
tion, wk turns the attention 80 entirely to the 
© primal duties,” as to suffer the softer and more 
delicate charities of the heart to be crushed by 
rudeness or to wither and die from neglect. It is 
unfortunately the case, that in most instances the 
motives of action are excited in the young|breast, 
without any regard to those excellent rules which 
may be. gathered from the Holy. Volume. The 
tone is given to the character and-the springs of 
action are moved by those, who'either. t or 
are ignorant of their duties ; who from the defects 
in their own education, commit the sgame errors 
with regard to others. As a natural consequence, 
the impressions are almost entirely worldly, aspir- 
ing, and wanting that one great virtue—humility ; 
which like the zone of Venus, gives a secret 
charm and attraction to the possess0r.. 'The ad- 
miration of the young, is directed to those noble 
and inent virtues, as they are called, which 
and Righ in the estimation of the world, to the 
utter neglect of the gentler. affections. of the 
heart. wly things cannot attract them, and 
least of all such trifles as *the charities that 
Sooth,, and heal, and bless, for they are busied 
in matters of importance, involved in anxious and 
deep speculation upon what may exist beyond the 
bounds of human vision. How many kind chari- 
ties are thus overlooked or neglected in the inter- 
course of life, that would if observed tend greatly 
to 8weeten and enliven its course, or to the 
figure of the poet, would like flowers bud and 
blossom into life, and enduring beauty, and fra- 
grance. How much hatred and contention. have 
arisen even between kindred: and friends, by the 
neglect of these despised virtues. Say what we 
may, it is a fact that the kind tokens of affection 
and interest, compose a vast gum in the account of 
our enjoyments,- and these might be indefinitely 
increased by a proper regard to 'those' charities 
which are 80 often passed by, as beneath our no- 
tice. 

It is a requisition of scripture, that we be *kind 
to one another, tender hearted.* Charity in its 
strict sense is kindness; though the term is indis- 
criminately __ either to kind actions, or the 
affections which prompted them. It is an old say- 
ing that * charity begins at home,” and a 
if a proper construction be put upon it ; | 
lieve it is- generally quoted to. justify a. 8elfish, 
mean attention to personal wants alone, to the 
neglect of those of others. Give the word-itale- 
gitimate meaning, and the sentence is hy 
'be-inscribed in letters of gold b every fire 
Charity should ed begin * at home 


jublic, in company; or. in matters 
where there 1s & rect cldim upon filial':duty, or 
brotherly love, but in private, -and in all-eases 
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ot vity offers'of giving proofs of EDO 5 
kindness, © A pass8age in the New Testament EDITORIAL ITEMS. 


8ays of children, * Let them first learn to show: 
kindness at home, and to requite their paronis, Be: 
that is good and acceptable before God, Itis 
the bounden duty of all parents to set before their 
children an example of kindness,- and of children 
anxiously to watch every look and desire of their 
parents, and to 8uffer no opportunity to pass of 
testifying their love, even on occasions the most 
trivial. 'These,are the * charities that sooth,” 

It is too frequently the case that our charity 
with regard to the poor and migerable, is f 00:06 
theoretical. 'The young are in the habit of dream- 
ing day and night of human distresses, and of im- 
agining the pleasure of bestowing relief upon the 
destitute j; but present to them a. real object of 
charity, a worn, pallid sufferer by poverty or dis- 
ease, and their romantic spirits shrink from con- 
tact with 8uch disgusting objects ; their 8ensibili- 
ties are shocked at the bare sight of suffering. 
Relief or consolation can rarely be expected from 
s8uch dreaming philanthropists., Instead of the 
mere theory of charity, habits of practical kind- 
ness should be encouraged, which may lead all to 
the earnest performance of their duties to the 
poor, and the wretched, and to a constant culture 
of the © charities that heal.” BD 

There are also general charities due from man 
to man, which if observed add much to the plea» 
8ures of society. There are a thousand nameless 
attentions which may be exchanged between ac- 
quaintances, relatives, and even strangers, all of 
which, though trivial in themselves, are of high 
importance as they induce kind feelings and an 
inclination to reciprocate expressions of lovye. 
There is no kindness or attention, howeyer trifling 
which may not be the source of deep pleasure 
both to the bestower and receiver, which may not 
excite a complacent feeling in the heart of the 
one, and a gense of. gratitude in the bogom of the 


other. Let us all, in the spirit of true philanthro- 
py, lay aside all-pride and ambition of peculiarity, 
and despise& no oneof those © charities that bless,” 
however: It will only be the means of ex- 
citing a £ roo0d-will between man and man. 

e garded as trifles, and they are ; 


eth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things, and which-never faileth.” S. F. 8. 


\Morar REFLECTION. Hope is the 8upport of 

the disappointed, the enconrager of the unfortu- 
nate, the rest of the weary, and the visionary 
friend of all mankind. How many an vahopp? 
person been enabled to support himself mn the 
trving moments of affliction, by the indulgence of 
a hope, that the dark hour would not last forever, 
but that the time would s0on arrive when. he 
honld once more be happy. The young man in 
vis hoj ol. i 3ioynnns, gees wy in the aovegdes 
vista of life, the images of fancy, and the de- 
lusive phantoms of ambition. Hope adds to the 
picture friendship's Veer form, and love's 
glowing colors. Time himself c 


an scarcely weak- | 


| | _ Notice, 
The Maszachusetts Universalist Charitable Society will 


Hold its firs Annual Meeting, in the Vestry of the First 


Universalist Church in Boston, on the gecond Wednesday 
of May next, at 3 o clock, P. M. 'The ministering breth- 
ren through®the etate, and all others who. are friendly to 
the objects of . this institution, and who can conveniently 
do it, are respectfully requested to attend. We bope the 
brethren will all remember that punctuality ranks bigh 
among the christian virtues. 


Interesting Religions Conference. 

We perceive by a notice in the Christian Messenger, 
that a conference of Universalist Clergymen will, be beld 
on the 15th of May next, at Good Luck, N. J. in the meeting 
house erected by the celebrated Thomas Potter, and in 
which the late Rev. John Murray delivered his first mes- 
8age of universal grace and salvation in America. Had 
we the wings of a dove we would be there. It cannot fail 
to be an indescribably interesting and spirit-stiring season. 
May the mantles of the departed saints, Potter and Murray, 
fall upon thoge who may assemble within those consecrated 
walls on that occasion. May the spirit of the Highest be 
poured forth in rich abundance upon both .speakers and 
hearers, and great wonders be wrought in the name of the 
holy child Jesus. 


Life of Murray. 

By the politness of Br. T. Whittemore, the publisher, 
we have received a copy of his new and improved edition 
of the life of the late Rev. John Murray. He will please 
to accept our thanks for this favor. Of all the biographies 
which have fallen under our eye, that of Mr. Murray is the 
most interesting; and with the index and notes, several of 
which are curious and valuable, the present is the best 
edition we have seen; and till, it is sold at the reduced 
price of fifty cents per volume. We hope Br, Whittemore 
will follow up his band, and touch his pruning kniſe to the 
price of several”other works which he is in the habit of 
vending, particularly that of the modern history of Uni- 
versalism. | 

Christian Preacher. 

This valuable work is edited and published by Br. W. A- 
Drew, Augusta, Me. in monthly Nos. containing generally 
two original sermons each, by living Universalist ministers. 
It is a publication of sterling merit. 8 who are able 
to spare one dollar a year, will find themselves richly com- 
pensated in becoming its patrons. Our April No. was ac- 
cidently destroyed, and if the publisber will send us another 
we will endeavor in due time to remunerate bim. 


$ New Universalist Society. 

A Universalist Society has reeently been formed in Lu- 
nenburg Mass. Rev. R. Streeter will deliver a lect 
there on the first Sabbath in May, (tomorrow) at half past 
4 o*clock, P. M., -" 


A New Church * _ 
A friend has just informed us that the Universalists at 
Lamprey River, N. H. are making arrangements for the 
erection of a house of public worship. May God be with 
rethren in thi k. * 
and prosper Rp in tg good wor 
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en the hues and diminish the objects raised by 
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Rev. R. Streeter expects to preach in Brookline N. H. 
| on the 2d Sabbath in May next. - ; 


» 
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Awake at Its word, 


And feat 8ingers are out on the wing 3 
For han bar. at the' voice of the spring. 


c Awaken, awaken ! 
Leaf, river and tree ; 
Your chains I have shaken, 
Again ye are free; 
Soon ſounts hall be gushing 
With magical streams, 
And flowers be okig 
With the bright hues of dreams, 
And jewels of beauty on earth I will fling, 
For nature hall bloom at the coming of zpring.” 


ge, 's life in the waters, 
bop 460 in the skies, - 
Lurkk s flower-crowned daughters 
In beauty arise; 
'O'er earth they are flinging 
Their spells of delight, 
And roses are epringing 
From the tears of the night; 
There's a charm and a glory on earth's meanest thing, 
For patuye blooms t at the voice of the spring. 
= $8. F. $, 


An Acrostic. 


J. ust meek and lowly were thy ways 
O n earth; thy seatiments the same ; 
Heaven blest thy labors, and thy days, 
N or do we slight thy rev*'rend name. 


M ay no-far distaot prove 

U ngrateful to thy GCE dear, 

R ecorded 1 in these hearts of love, 
R emain thy gracious maxims here. 
And wn thy body's low in dust, 
Y et lives thy spirit with the just. 
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The first Volume is before the public, I. bas been receiv- 

ed with ions of warm ' utmost 
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Marriages. 


© In this cit by Os Mr. Ba Mr. ] clijab- Ful 
og tearns. Mr. S Arlins d M 

E. E. Shatutk, Mr. Francis Holland and M 
Arlin. p 
WW Rev. PC IIRSnS, Mr. Daniel Thuraton and Mizs 

a 

By Res. Mr. Blagden, Mr. Jonathan Baxter to Miss 
Eliza Snow. 

At Roxbury, by Rev. Dr. Sharp, Mr. Joseph L. Moffat, 
yg Antoinette Sharp, daug ter of John B. Jones, 
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Deaths. 


In this city, of 
Mr. Poe Marsball 70. 


pa 

Though strangers to us, we qa, mp! 
bereaved. May the presence: of H 

CEO _—_ OY aford them al needed euppor 
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honest man. He was among the few who, careless 

eds took that course which 2. broaphs procure reepect. 

He lived entirely ſor bis family, his friends and the world. 

Sages a virtuous m_ ns 8erene and "9c th in 

i ving competence w how. to he 

His death was like his life, composed and happy. 

full jon of his mental faculties, | 
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S-WHOLE PLEASURE.=No. 1. 

eat numbers at this moment engag- 
me” and unprofitable search after 
asures of the south. Day after day, 
ether the 8ands of the river and the 
xth, and occasionally are rewarded 
by wazshing out from the one or the 
* portion. of that highly prized metal 


his grasping. spirit, which has led 80 
many into an evil way, is, if I mistake not, a prin- 
ciple of our nature, and by no means an inferior 
one. In its various modifications, it is the ay 
of the miser, the ambition of the warrior or states 
man, the dissipated desire of the sensualist, the rio- 
ble emulation. of the philosopher, the broad, un- 
changeable, elevated aspiration of the religionist. 
All are in eager pursuit of a certain something 
which they ine will satisfy all their desires, 
and render them” perfectly contented and happy. 
This is a kind and beneficent arrangement of 
Providence, by which the faculties are 8purred to 
action and man is induced to apply himself dili- 
tly to labor. Yet it is more than frequently 

e cage that a misguided motiye 1s the incentive 
to exertion, and often and more than often, instead 
of being content with the-slow progress and the 
laborious, uneven way which nature has marked 
out, we would fain take to ourselves wings; or 
level hn hills, o up the vallies, straighten the 
crooked paths and open at once a *royal road? to 
any desirable object. But without s ae and pa- 
tient, unceaging labor, no important” acquisition 
can be made, and the only consequence of an at- 


= 


tempt to infringe upon or violate the laws of our|firs of 


nature must be faiſure and distress. | 
The fact above noticed is one-instance of many i 
where men, hoping to evade the | ctr law, and 
striving to make themselves rich without labor 
and by 8udden vi pen of Renvig 2 warn than by 
regular, untiring | in ustry, have fallen into great 
inextricable difficul Althou 


an lties. there are 


cages where a fortunate event throws golden] ta 


showers yo the coffers of a po 

most generally avenges the infiges 
law by ultimate trouble and abase 
men can properly appreciate the value 


47551, i” uh. {142 | hackneyed Wi "as: | 
y nave no] gense of my. 
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proper objects of toil;and-to'engi all 
nestness 18 the pursuit of that/which-can result in 
no advantage and which must end in disappoint- 
ment. Yellow dust is goodly to. behold, and in 
truth a goodly ; I myself think it very 
 desirable and well worthour patient, well direct- 
ed labor -but it is not of 80 much importance as 
to outweigh all other things, nor should a man 
suffer it to be 80 often blown into his eyes as to 
blind him to the beauty and use of the other less 
valuable metals or of the more common things of 
the world.” I would not reprove him who covets a 
good reputation, but when the desire of good re- 
pute is 8uffered to increase to a morbid, insatiate 
 thirst” for worldly distinctions and honors, it can- 
not be too; much reprehended. TI love a jest, a 
laugh, a 8ocidl company of friends, and delight in 
those innocent amusements in which society and 
human nature incline us to indulge; yet I fear 


- 


that yearning for society, that fondness for bril- 


>| liant pleasures and dissipations which are apt to 


grow up in the hearts of the careless and unsus- 
pecting. The fact that all our pursvits are liable 
to be carried to an extreme and beyond the 
bounds of reason, is sufficient to induce us to seek 
for 8ome principle which may act as ® check upon 
unrestrained indulgence. In a few bnef remarks 
_ this point, I shall be guided by the words 
of the poet, | 

© Reason's whole pleasure, all the joys of sense, 

Lie in three words, health, peace and competence.” 


No man would willingly acknowledge himself 
unreasonable in any of his desires or pursuits, and 
we may be quite certain that no one ought to be 
80. Reason is a good guide, and true reagon can 
never approve aught that is not perfectly consis- 

tent with morality and. religion. But in order to 
the fullest and most energetic use of our powers, 
we must be possessed of strength of body. With- 
out this, the strongest mind is at times enfeebled 
-by the heavy burden of clay which it is doomed to. 
bear, the most brilliant faculties are deadened, the 

2 of the most noble genius is'dimmed and al- 
nost quenched. Mind and buy gnagont the 

one-upon the other, and it is of the utmost 1impor- 
tance to both that they be mutually strong and, 
healthy. One of the highest sources of reasonable 
| pleasure, then, is health. It is essential to the well 
bei - of the mind; for it is to be presumed that 

hnman nature may be 
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er; inall ptybapineg you will be 
happy. TI leave out of the account 
infirmities toWwhich 8some are gubject from their 
birth ; yet even those, Þ believe, might often be 
lessened or allayed, if not removed, by a strict ad- 
herence to the rule of temperance in all things. 
This rule, we may observe, imposes nothing on 
mankind- but that which is 'consistent with right 
reason, for- that would gurely never assent to 
any indulgence or pleasure which must result in 
the loss of 80 yaluable a poesession as health. - In 
a future number I shall consider the next of the 
remaining items which, united with health, make 
what the poet calls, © reason's whole pleasure.” 
S F, 8. 
_ — 
COMMUNICATION 


[For the Unirersalist.)] 


ON SUICIDE.—No. III: 
On the 8ubject of suicide, two. questions demand | 
a more particular notice, - Are there any cages of 
8uicide recorded in the Bible 2? And,. what pun- 
ishment do the sacred writers denounce against | 
the persons who committed it ? 
1st. Are there any cases of suicide recorded in 
the Bible? This question-ye answer in the affir- 
mative, and cite the following instances, . In.2 Sam. | 
xXV11: 23, we are told, *and when Ahithophel 8aw. 
that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his 
ass, and arose, and gat him home. to his house, to 
his city, and put, his household in order, and hang- 
ed himself,” Again;z 'we are informed - 1 Sam. 


XXX1, 3—6, * and the battle went sore against Saul, | This. i 
and the archers hit him; and he was 8ore wound- }it- pro 
Either, 


ed of the archers, 'Then 8aid -Saul unto his ar- 
mour-bearer, draw , thy 8word, and thrugþ« me 
through therewith, lest these uncircumcised come 
and thrust me through, and abuse me, But his; 
armour-bearer would not ; for he was sore afraid : 
therefore Saul took a 8word, and fell upon it. 
And when his armour-bearer 8aw that Saul was 
dead, he fell likewise upon his 8word, and died 
with him, Again it is 8aid in Math. xxyii : 3—6. 
*'Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he 
gaw that he was condemned, repented himself, 
and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to 
the chief priests and elders, saying, I haye betray- 
ed the innocent blood. And they 8aid, what is 
that to us? See thou to that. And he cast down 
the pieces of silver in the temple,” and departed, 
.and went and hanged himself.'* Again; it is 
aid, Acts xvi: 27, 28. * and the keeper of the pri- 
gon awaking out of his sleep, and secing 'the pri- 
80n-doors open, he drew his sword, and would 
have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners i 
had been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, 
SnYINg, do thyself no harm; for. we are all here.” 
'This last instance cited, would have proyed a case 


of 8uicide, but was timeously prevented by Paul. . | de 


Such are the principal cases of suicide recorded 
in the Bible. On them two or three general re- 


| * Some #uppose Judas did not hang himeelf, Wake- 
field anys, he © was choked with-anguish.” But we follow 
our common version, being willing, that believers in'end- 
as fn” Lge) all _ of his case which they can in fa- 
find i afforded 


henlty a9 


" [law made against it, either with or 


= - _ .. CEE 


occur 
of 8nicide. ' 
1st.” They did not occur among the dregs'of s0ci- 
ety but with persdns who.occupied pretty elevated 
Stations in liſe, _ The cages just cited prove. this, 
without any remarks from me to show it. . It 1s 80 
to this day, for = org proces of gnicide” occur 
among people in-high life or 8vch-as are aspiring 
akter.it, than among the humble - poor. . You 8el- 
dom-hear of a person in the alms-house destroying 
 his/own life, or even one who works in' an honora- 
ble calling for his daily bread, and is content with 
TE aniogah Hig $9 pone <p pea 
2d. In no part 'of 'scripture,” can 1d 'a law 
prohibiting * inde This. is very. remarkable. 


Iwill in genealſapply al þdaes 


- 


{ Crimes, and eventhe crime. of murder, gave rise 


to laws with geyere penalities againast them. But 
Suicide is neyer.denounced as a crime, . nor 1s any: 
Knour pe- 
nalties. Had-it been such a crime, as many now 
Suppose, Why is it of all human crimes, left with- 
'out laws or denunciations against it in gcripture. 
The sixth commandment *thou sbalt not kl we 
think does not, refer to. a man. killing himself, but 
his brother,” - There must be sonie 'reagon,. why 
the sacred- writers delivered no laws or injunctions 
against 8uicide. What" then is it ? We: answer, 
for the same_ reason,, that, nþ-laws. or injunctions 
are given by them respecting idiots. or their ac- 
tions, They .are not gane, rational beings, and 
are not. subjects of law or. punishment among men. 

But more on this afterwards. .. , ly 
'34. It may bs objected; not 8 hint is, dropt in 
cages of Suicide, that any one of the 

e | 


the above cages. 


cting. their crime or. punishment. 
Or 8econd; that 8vicide was no crime at all, if it 
was even, committed by « person of a sane mind; 
as in all the above cases of 8uicide, it is not.cen- 
sured as a crime, nor is any law enacted against 
it in any. other part of scripture, Or third ;; that. if 
the 8acred writers deemed it. any crime to-commit 
s0icide, they did not consider.it necessary, to pre- 
scribe any punishment to the dns who com- 
mitted it, either _in_this world or _ in; any other. 
Let the reader jadge, if it is not the most rational 
conclusion, that be sacred writers viewed all self 
murderers insane Þ IPs. But «s it, is very con- 
fidently asserted, that/all who kill themselves must 
9 to hell, letug'eansider, _ *. 
2d. Whether" the- zcripture writers denounce 
any punishment on self murderers, In” what 
light do they wew-the act of self murder, as it re- 
spects. punishment? lst. Do they considex. the 
person deserving any punishment . in this world ? 
It may be asked, how is it possible fo punish a 
lead man in this world? TI answer, in former 
years it was common in 8ome countries, to inflict 
posthumous punishment on snicides. Laws were 
enacted, vrokihiGng the interment of their bodies 
in the Ronny uy ground. That their grave 
should be at a point where several roads met; and 
that a post should be driven into it, to tell the pas- 
ding traveller where .they lay... These things 
with some others were . enjoined by the laws 


ersuaded, if 
ed the ithout j , Id, 
- = "gh prejudice they would 


They are now a deadiletter. in the statute books 


cy 


opinion would"not euffer guch laws in 


our day to. be executed. "They are barbarous in 
the extreme, and a barbarous age must have in- 


vented them, and an ignorant and superstitious 
poo le 8ubmitted to them. No 8uch laws; ar 
e found in 8cripture respecting self n; 
On the contrary. we are told that Ahithi 
*was buried in the sepulchre of his fathers,” And 
we are informed the men of Jabesh-Gilead *© took 
the body of Saul and the bodies of his'sons from 
the wall of Beth-Shan, and came to Jabesh and 
burnt” them there. And they took their bones, 
and buried them under = tree at Jabesh, and fast- 
ed geven days. See 1 Sam xxxi: 11, 12. Nor 
can we- find that any posthumous punishment was 
inflicted on the body of Judas. We then may in- 
quire, | 

2d.-Do the scripture writers say any punish- 
wons un yo be mw, pre MP. Suicides in a future 
8tate punished at all, they must be punished 
after death, for who can punish a dead — in 
this world? . And if. punished after death, I ask 
what is punished ? Tt cannot be the body, for it 
rests in the graye in common with all the dead. 
-Is it the immortal” 8oul, which is to be punished ? 
. If this is asserted,”T-call for the proof of it, for I 
can find none in the Bible. 'The cases of 8vicide 
mentioned there, we have laid before the reader, 
but they afford no evidence, that either soul or bo- 
dy of a self murderer, or. of. any other person, is 
punished after death. So far from intimating that 
zelf murderers are to be more severely punished 
than others, not a hint is given that they are to be 
punished in any degree, or in any manner what- 
ever.. This dead Silence of the scripture writers 
respecting them, is the more remarkable, seeing 
it is 80 expressly commanded, that common 
murderer shall be put to death, C urprise is 
mereased, from thefact, that though*the penalty 
of death was inflicted on them, no punishment is 
threatened either them or 8elf murderers in anoth- 
er world: - Why then is the Bible 80 silent about 
punishment in-a future state to 8uch persons, yet 
80 -explicit abont - the punishment of murderers 
in this world? Seeing good. people are $80 ve 
confident that all elf murderers must go to hell, 
they cannot, be offended, if I am somewhat confi- 
dent in demanding proof of it. I am aware such 
persons may 8ay, | | 
| 18. Prove if you can, that they are, not to 8uff- 
er endless'punishment for their crime of svicide. 
Answer, 'This is a strange demand, for no man is 
bound to prove-a negative. Whoever assert, 
© 8elf murderers must 80 8uffer, are bound to prove 
their own assertions, for until proved, they do not 
demand a moment's notice, Assertions are easily 
-made and fewer assertions would be made, if no 
regard was paid to them until evidence was pro- 
duced. Prove that 8wicide is denounced in scrip- 
ture as. a crime. When this js proved, then 
proye that endless hell torment is to be its pun- 

hment. 

2d. It may also be 8aid, allowing 8uicide from 
the person's insanity to be no crime, yet is it not 
proper to hold up to men ay wo misery as its. 
punishment, in order to deter them from it. --An-' 
8wer. | Must we lie, for God, and do evil that good 
may come? Does God, like many false parents, 
wish us to uge bugbears to frighten men? No, 
all he 8ays to_thenmy are the words of truth and 


| 8ome ruling principle. 
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the end will justify the means.” All such pious 
Pats Spin yeah and the Bible not only.-ex- 
poses them, but warns men against them. But 
this pious fraud to deter m om 8nicide, does 
not, answer the purpose, for no class of persons are 
more disposed to kill themselves, than.such as be- 
lieve in the endless duration of hell torments. It 
is even strongly suspected by discerning men, 
that the very belief of this doctrine drives them to 
it. The very dread of it, fills them- with anxiety, 
then with insanity, and they-rush on death to know 
the worst, whether they will be damned or saved. 
They are miserable in their present condition, 
and they risk all by a leap out of time into eternity 
to know what their future condition is to be. 'This 
pious fraud then, instead of deterring people 
from 8uicide, increases the number of cases. 

far from even protecting their lives, it hastens 
their end. I may add, if such a pious fraud was 
known in ancient times, and was deemed useful 
in preventing people from 8vicide, how happens 
it, no one used. it to prevent Ahithophel, Saul, and 
others from self destruction. If it was not known 
in those days, who pray invented this anti-suicida.. 
8pecific, which kills more than it cures ? 

Men of all sects in religion are now pagyoaded 
that it is going beyond-/the word of the Lord, to 
inflict a posthumons punishment on the body of a 
8elf murderer. 'DThe light of truth has discovered 
to them, that this is both unscriptural and barba- 
rous, We trust the day is at hand, when all will 
See also that to doom them to endless punishment 
in another world, is not less unscriptural, and is 
still more barbarous. Increased attention to the 
Bible has exploded the former, and a little more 
attention to it will also explode the latter opinion, 
We pity our forefather's ignorance and barbarizm 
in punishing the dead body of a suicide in this 
world. Our children will pity ours for dooming 
their 8ouls to endless punishment hereafter, Ever- 
lasting thanks to God that he pities us all, for our 
condition would be miserable if he was of our dis- 
position. 

To conelude this number. No man who holds 
the views I have s8tated above can ever be led to 
kill himself through fear of endless hell torments. 
Like other men, he may'from various causes be- 
come insane, and end his days by suicide, but the 
terrors of an endless hel] cannot be the cause of 
either. Of the correctness of my views let the 
reader judge. But whether right or wrong, they 
remove the cause to which many cases of insanity 
and 8vicide are imputed in the present Gay. 

W. B. 
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[For the Universalist.] * 


GOD RULES, 


Perhaps there is no point in which all so gener- 
ally agree, as in the above. All nations and 
classes of men acknowledge the sovereignty of 
The heathen, the Jew, 
the deist, and T may add, the atheist too does this. 
The last it is true, denies the existence of a God, 
$till he is ready to say that every thing is God, or 
that chance rules, which according to his own 
mode of reagoning is the same in « - Neither' 
is there to be found among the various sects in 
christendom'an ' individual who attempts to ques- 
tion the above truth. /- On the contrary, christians 


8oberness. .. He neyer acts on the maxim, that, 


| of all orders are continually multiplying lectures 


412 


and writing volumes to make it appear that there | 


is.one God who rules and governs the universe. 
Not « few however,of the xame persons advance 


prove the reverse. Much 


PR which 

abor has been spent and a multiplicity of publi- 
cations ushered into existence, and are now ex- 
tant, which attribute too much power to finite 
man, and more to him who is-called, *' The prince 
of the power of the air. 'They are 8upposed to 
be co-workers of evil and to frustrate or counter- 
act the. designs of Deity ; but if this be a fact 
does it not prove that. God does not rule ? or, at 
most, only in part? Shall we contend: forthe om- 
nipotence of Jehovah, and with tbe 8same breath 
virtually say that he does not. rule, and that his 
purposes-w1ll not, be finally accomplished ! Shall 
we. contend that an infinitely wise Being, one 
whoge knowledge and power have no bounds, will 
fail in any of his counsels? Is it possible that he 
can be deceived, or ted in a 8ingle plan ? 
No, friendly reader, this-cannot. be, for * known 
unto God 'are all his” works from the beginning.” 
There is no. accession of knowledge with him. 
The ame that he now knows, he knew from eter- 
nity, and will henceforth -and forever. There is 
not aSWobability, that a new. idea will be added 
in the "Divine Mind, oven thioagh the countless 
ages of eternity. His knowledge must have been 
perfect before anything was made that was made; 
otherwise, he could not now be consistently called 
a perfect Being; one who is © the same yesterday, 
to-day and forever” and © changeth not.” It 'is in- 
consistent with reason, and an' impossibility to 
conceive of an infinite God, whose knowledge is 
more extensive at one time than at another. God 
is also an omnipresent Being. _No' distance nor 
place, height nor depth can hide-us from his -all- 
geeing eye. * The heaven of heavens. cannot 
contain him. 'Thus saith the Lord, heaven is my 
throne, and the earth is my footstool. His pres- 
ence 1s manifested in every thing around us. 
* Not a 8parrow can fall to-the ground without his 
notice.” He is present in the sunshine, and als 
in the storm... He is in the midst of the violent 
tornado, and in the calm that succeeds it. He 1s 
present in time of peace, of war, and of pestilence. 
Well might the Psalmist ask, « Whither shall I go 
from thy spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy 
presence ? If ascend up into. heaven, thou art 
there. IfI make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. If I take to myself the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea ; 
even there shall thy hand lead me, and. thy right 
hand 8hall hold me. If say, surely the darkness 
8hall coyer me, even the night shall be light about 
me.” : 

In view of the above premises, we are necessa- 
rily brought to the conclusion that God does, and 
will continue to govern all created beings and ob- 
jects 6 pages. to his own will, and for the best 
good of the universe. There are many other rea- 
8ons that I wish to offer, as evidence 'on this 8ub- 


ject, my limits will not allow at this time, ard | Lamb 


ghould it be agreeable, I may in future continue 
my remarks. A. P. 


True cheerfulness is a mark of christian resig- 
nation. He who would be happy himself and 
useful to others must be reconciled to the will of 
the Most High. Repine not and be cheerful ; 
God'is your friend. + 


ol 
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number completes the first Volnme of the- 


4, it avems not improper to glance hastily at jts 
recent gtanding, and to 8ay a very ſew words in 

s probable influence and | « This pa 
was under a firm and congcientious conviction 


that there was a broad moral field yet- uptilled, which, 
under carefyhand assiduous culti ior ' might be made to 
bring forth abundantly the ſruits of ryighteousness and 
peace. To trespass on the peculiar province, to infringe 
on the privileges or to affect the interest of any one, was 
far from the intention” of  those by -whose instrumentality 
the work was commenced; and we believe, the result has 
not disappointed their expectations. ; | 

The editors of the Universalist have occupied their own 
ground and labored in their own way for the dissemina- 
tion of those principles and doctrines which 'geemed to 
them founded in reason and sanctioned by 'revelation. 
They have endeavored to cultivate. feelings of harmony, of 
peace and good will towards all, and to inculcate such 
precepts as should result in the greatest moral good to 
themselves and their readers. It is to be hoped that their 


labor has not been entirely in vain, and that much of the , 


seed they have scattered has taken deep root in the minds 
and ſeelings of the people. That their work is approved, 
they have ample testimony from all quarters, but whether 
it shall continue or not depends entirely on the patronage 

of a liberal community. 

- In concluding this Volume, we would retury,our sincere 
thanks to those of our patrons who have by complying 

with the terms of subscription performed ' their duty and 

assisted us; we would respeciſully remind those who are 
as yet in arrears that * the laborer is worthy of his hire.” 

we would ; our gratitude to ſhose Jlaymen or minis- 
tering bre who have assisted in increasing our list of 
subscribers and ask a continuance of their exertions; we 
would acknowledge our obligations to all those who have 
favored us with original articles and solicit an occasional 
remembrance in future. To those who are about to dis- 
continue, we offer thanks for services already rendered; to 

those who continue, we are under double obligations, and 


to all we would say *grace, mercy and peace be with you 
through our Savior, Jesus Christ.* 


Notice. | 
Owing to the tIIness of the Editor, it is possible that 
the publication of the first number of the second. yolume 
may be delayed one or two weeks. 8. F. STRESTER. 


Marriages. 


In this city by the Rev. Mr. Whittemors Mr. Edmund” 
C. Hafford and Miss Catherine Clafflin, both of Boston . 


In Lynn, by Rev. Mr. Waldo, Mr. John Ploof and Miss 
Matilda Warner. , $ TO 


In Newton, Mr Samuel McIntyre Ie. to Miss Mehital 
Mayhew, both of Danvers. 3. TIS 
In Sturbridge, Mr Peter B. Johnson to Miss Sophron 


o 
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Deaths. 


In this city, Jacob, eldest child of Mr: Jacob Johnson, 
aged 3 years. 
In Medford, Mrs. Mary, wiſe of Mr. Benjamin Tuſts, 36. 
In Bolton, Mr. Cragie Cowdon, 24. 
In Lunenburg, Mis Esther Harris, 24. 
- In Southbridge, Mrs. Nancy Comstock, 57. 


